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From googly eyes 
to canned goods, 
nonprofits share 
their wish lists 

Need knows no season, of 
course, but what better time to 
share the needs oflocal non-
profit organizations than the hol-
iday season? 

Those needs range from 
quirky to practical - googly 
eyes, Women's March pro-
test signs, desks, robotics kits, 
diapers. 

We invited local nonprofits to share their wish 
lists, and many are seeking canned foods, socks, 
hats, gloves, cash donations and gift cards. 

Got a file cabinet to share? The Creative Aging 
Network-NC, Safe Zone High Point, Shepherd's 
Center of Greensboro and Thel00Degrees Orga-
nization all need at least one. 

How about children's books? The non prof -
its seeking those include BackPack Beginnings, 
Books for Birthdays, Family Service of the Pied-
mont and Family Support Network of Central 
Carolina. 

It's a good time to give, too. Tuesday is Giv-
ing Tuesday, a global day devoted to helping 
charities that has been celebrated the week after 
Thanksgiving since 2012. 

Giving Tuesday follows the commercially fo. 
cused Black Friday and Cyber Monday and shifts 
attention to those in need. 

See what need you can meet from our list on 
page AS and at greensboro.com. 
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17-year-old
Code Girls
creator has
'real drive'
■ Ambica Ramchandra's goal
is to empower young women by 
spurring an interest in science
and technology.
BY ROBERT C. LOPEZ 
Special to the News & Record 

The girls rummage through boxes 
of electrical components, laid out on a 
row of long folding tables in a church 
hall. They attach some wires to an LED 
light, a computer fan, small sensors and 
bring them to life. 

"When we connect these pieces to-
gether, you create a complete cir-
cuit system," Ambica Ramchandra 
tells them. "You can then connect this 
to your computer, your laptop, and 
through a program, you can code this. 
You can tell that circuit what to do. I f  I 
have a camera attached to my circuit, 
and i t  senses a moving object, I can tell 
i t  to send a text message to my phone." 

Ramchandra wants to teach the 
mostly middle school-aged girls more 
than how to build a rudimentary secu-
rity system, though. She hopes that a 
few of them might be inspired to be-
come computer engineers, software de-
signers, innovators. 

Ramchandra, 17, is founder of 
SMART Code of Life, a program with 

See Science, Page A4 

WANT TOGO? 
What: Code Girls, hosted by SMART Code of Life, 

for girls ages 8-15 
When: 2-4 p.m. Dec. 8 
Where: Code Ninjas, 1S89 Skeet Club Road, Suite 

103, High Point. 
Information: Call 336-860-0600 or email Anjali. 

Shah@CodeNinjas.com 

News & Record 
Ambica Ramchandra leads a lecture at Smart 
Code of Life, a STEM camp she founded, in 
March at UNCG. The camp covers topics like 
codina_and neurosd11ncP. 




